1 12 Reasons Why Jesus Meant It When He Said, “It Is Finished"

What is the lesson of Luke 24?

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ was the great crowning
event of His life and mission. It was the capstone of the
Atonement.

The sacrifice of His life for all mankind was not complete
without His coming forth from the grave, with the
certainty of the Resurrection for all who have walked the
earth.

John 11:25-26 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die. Believest thou this?

Christians should never think their works contribute to their
justification or salvation in any way.

Thankfully, here are twelve reasons why Jesus meant it when he
said, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

1. Jesus—being true God and true human—was the perfect,
once for all sacrifice for sin.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Hebrews 9:24-26 For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us:

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high
priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of
others;
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26 For then must he often have suffered since the
foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the
world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.

What does all that mean?

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,
for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once
for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:24-26)

2. Only Jesus kept the law fully—he was the true Son of
Israel who loved God and his neighbor perfectly.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them.” (Matthew 5:17)

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
(Hebrews 4:15)

3. There is nothing we can add to Jesus’ finished work on
our behalf.

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices
daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the
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people, since he did this once for all when he offered up
himself. (Hebrews 7:27)

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.
(Hebrews 10:12)

"So you also, when you have done all that you were
commanded, say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have
only done what was our duty.'" (Luke 17:10)

4. Salvation is God’s gift to us—and so is our faith.

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man,
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. (Romans 5:15)

What does that mean?

But the free gift, is not like the trespass.

For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have
the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one-man
Jesus Christ abounded for many.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: ° Not of works, lest any
man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

What does that mean?

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that
no one may boast.

5. We could not keep the law perfectly because of our sin.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23)

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh,
could not do. (Romans 8:3-4)
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3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

6. Any necessary works of ours would nullify the grace of
God.

Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works,
then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

Galatians 2:21 King James Version (KJV)

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

7. It is Jesus’ obedience that saves us, not our own.

Romans 5:18-19 Therefore as by the offence of one
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life. ° For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the
law, for
“The righteous shall live by faith.” (Galatians 3:11)
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Romans 8 There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

> For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the
Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace.

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin;
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
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shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live after the flesh.

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.

183 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

8. Jesus paid our debts in full.

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
(John 8:36)

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
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him, having forgiven us all our trespasses by canceling the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
(Colossians 2:13-14)

9. All believers stand justified before God in Jesus Christ
alone.

And to the one who does not work but believes in him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.
(Romans 4:5)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. (Romans 5:1-2)

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

10. Believers are free from condemnation forever.

Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ:

Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.

11. Our fruit is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in our
lives, not our own faithfulness.
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John 15:4-5 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.

Romans 8:23-29 And not only they, but ourselves also,
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our body.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

James 2:18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I
will shew thee my faith by my works.

12. God has promised to justify—and glorify—every person
who he predestined and called.

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

Does the blood of Jesus covers us?

The blood of Jesus is the covering that allows us to enter
the presence of a perfect and holy God.

It was shed on our behalf, and it grants us membership
into a divine family and access to God's presence.

Inv.



