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Ordination Charge for Pastoral Service  

2 Timothy 4:1-4:5  

Intro: Paul charges Timothy to do several things as a faithful 

minister in 2nd Timothy 4:1-5. This is my charge to you also. 

Core: Always preach God’s word, always be ready carry the 

message and understand hardships will come in service to God. 

Body I. Paul spoke these words to Timothy as his death was 

eminently approaching, he said;  

2 Tim 4:1 "I charge thee therefore before God, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 

at his appearing and his kingdom;  

(2) Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

doctrine.  

(3) For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 

themselves teachers, having itching ears;  

(4) And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 

shall be turned unto fables.  

(5) But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 

work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." 

A. Paul’s first admonition was to "Preach the word of God." 

1. This is mine to you, always preach God’s word. 

2. The Greek term means exactly that,  

"Preach the word," don’t just give a talk. 

3. Take God’s word and thoroughly proclaim its message. 

4. Never depend on your own strength or understanding but allow 

the Holy Spirit to speak the word through you. 
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B. Be instant is the next admonition. 

1. But understand what being instant means, Paul states to  

"be instant in season and out of season." 

2. To be instant according to Vine’s means to "stand by, be at 

hand, come on or upon." 

3. Take a stand with God’s word. 

4. Whether the truth is received (in season) or rejected (out of 

season) hold fast the truth as lead by the Holy Spirit.  

Preach the truth at any time whether it’s popular or not. 

5. Preach the Word not about the word. 

6. Don’t just talk about the word. 

C. Next Paul charges Timothy as I charge you,  

to Reprove and Rebuke. 

1. Preach the word with conviction (Reprove) or so that it will 

convict. 

2. (Rebuke) step on a few toes when it is necessary. 

3. Don’t fail to let God’s word bring conviction of sin. 

4. Don’t fail to tell exactly what sin is. 

D. Then Paul charges Timothy and this charge is to you 

also, "exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." 

1. Call them near to comfort them, after the reproving and 

rebuking. 

2. With great patience and utilizing the word of god. 

3. Use loving patience as you minister to God’s people. 

4. Teach them God’s word from your experience. 
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II. Never let the turning away from the truth by people 

affect your teaching it. 

A. Paul says that sometimes they will no longer endure 

sound doctrine. 

1. They will even turn away from it. 

2. But you and I and all of these seated here challenge you with 

your ordination that you must stay the course. 

3. We all must keep the faith and preach the truth. 

4. Never turning to fables. 

B. But you must, Paul says to stay alert, be sober watching 

for Satan and his attacks. 

1. For he will attack you and this church and any ministry that is 

faithful to the work of God. 

2. Suffer (Endure) through Evil (Affliction). Learn to role with the 

attacks and allow God the victory. 

3. There will be hardships, attacks on you, your wife, your home, 

all things will come under attack. 

4. But you must persevere in all and keep on serving God.  

C. Paul charges Timothy to "do the work of an Evangelist." 

1. The work of an "Evangelist" means to keep on proclaiming the 

good news. 

2. To keep preaching to the people through thick and thin. 

3. Proclaim God’s word wherever you may be. 

4. Never get discouraged and never give up on the ship. 

D. Finally Paul said, "make full proof of your ministry." 

1. Bring your gift to its full measure or potential. 
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2. Carry out your service to the fullest. 

3. With all that you are and with all that the Spirit of God gives 

you keep on serving. 

4. That is what Paul’s charge to Timothy was and that is my 

charge to you today. 

Conc.  

Will you accept this charge?  

Will you allow Christ to be your all?  

Will you let the Holy Spirit fully guide and direct all that you say 

and do in your ministry?  

 

That my brother is what God expects and that is what He calls all 

ministers, deacons and believers to do. Accept the charge and 

carry out the full potential of your ministry. 


